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H  To  the  §E 

3f  HIGH  and  HONORABLE  g£ 

1  Parliament 

Iengland 

Now  aflcmbled  at 

SI  WESTMINSTER. 

§§  ^ 

The  Humble  Petitions,  Serious  Suggefti-  ^ 
ons.anddutifullExpoftulationsofiome  ^ 

moderate  and  loyall  Gentlemen^Yeomen, 

and  Freeholders  of  the  Eifteme  f§J 
3§  ASSOCIATION.  *J£ 

Thefe  Petitions,  &c.  had  beene  formally  prefen-  |£* 
ted  to  the  Parliament,  but  for  the  rea- 

fpns  rendred  at  the  latter  end.  §^ 

~  —  

LONDON,  |g 

^  Printed  for         Smith  at  the  fign  of  the  Bible  in 

Comhill  oeer  the  Royall  Exchange  1648.  c<£ 
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To  the  High  and  Honourable  Parlia- 
ment of  England,  now  aflembled 

at  JVefiwinJter. 

The  humble  Petitions,  ferious  Suggeftions,and 

dutiful  I  Bxpoftulations  of  fome  moderate,  and  loy- 
all  Gentlemen ,  Yeomen,  and  Freeholders  of  the 
Eafterne  Affectation. 

Who  neither  are,  nor  ever  were  fufpecred  to  be  Malig- 
nants,  but  fuch  as  fincerely  vvifli  much  Mercy  and  Peace 
to  this  fadly  diftrefl'ed  Kingdome. 


E  need  not  put  your  Honours  in  mind  ,  that  God 
who  1=;  the  Soveraigne  Lord  of  all  Prncipalities 
and  Powers  in  Heaven  and  earth,  doth  not  onely 
permit,  but  delight,  to  be  earncftly  pleaded  with 
by  the  finfull  fonnes  of  men,in  cafes  of  their  extre- 
mities ;  and  hath  given  Commilfion  to  Subjects,  to  argue  free- 
ly with  their  Rulers,  when  his  Honour,  and  their  welfare  have 
been  upon  their  utmoft  hazards. 

Nor  are  we  ignorant,  that  your  Selves  have  pleafed  to  ad- 
mit fuch  as  ought  not  to  capitulate  with  you  very  boldly,  and 
proudly,  to  the  exceffive  grief  and  perpetuall  reproach  of  the 
whole  Nation ;  yea  to  the  exautorating,  and  well  neare  the  ad- 
nulling  of  our  Parliament;  we  therefore  humbly  befeech  you  to 
give  us  leave,  in  this  raoft  perilous  paroxyfme  of  State,  not  onely 
to  prefent  our  juft  feares  anddelires,  but  to  expoftulate  with 
you  fomewhat  ciofely ,  yet  very  refpedively ,  concerning  fome 
things,  wherein  we  dare  be  no  longer  filent ,  unletVe  we  fhould 
refolveto  dare  God  to  break  forth  again  into  juft,  and  hotdif- 
pleafureagainft  us. 
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The  bitter  Diffentions  of  this  diftracled  Kingdome,  The 
infupportable  Oppreflions  of  the  imperious  Souldiery  ,  The  te- 
dious Sufpenfions  of  the  undifpatching  Parliament,  have  layen  fo 
long,  and  heavie  upon  the  wearied  backs  of  the  Subjects  of  this 
Realme,that  we  are  amazed  to  confider  with  what  deafe  eares, 
their  bons  are  dayly  heard  ro  crack  curfes  upon  the  heads- of  fucti 
as  are  truCaufers3and  the  hearts  of  fuch  as  will  not  be  theCurers 
thereof,  when- they  ought,  and  may.  They  begin  to  crack  fo 
loud,  that  we  hold  it  our  bounden  duty  to  fpeak  fpeedily  ,  lead 
they  crack  themfelves,  and  the  whole  Kingdomeall  in  pieces,be~ 
fore  it  can  be  prevented. 

The  Diffrnfions.ai-ebothCtvrlsandEccleuaurick'to  fhred  thefe 
into  fomany.  fubdivifions,  as  they  have  fhred  themfelves,. is  more 
thenyourHonours  we  or  can  attend.  We  fhal  take  leave  to  fpeak 
only  to  the  moil:  gene  rail, and  capitall. 

Firft  of  fuch  as  concerne  Religion^  wherein  the  glory  of  our 
mercifull  God,  the  honour  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chnft,  the  profpe- 
ricy  of  our  Nation,  the  falvation  of  our,  and  our  child rens  fouls 
are  fo  deeply  interefted, 

Is  the  Religion  ofEng/knd,  Right  Honourable,  wherein  we, 
and  our  Fathers  have  been  fo  long  inftrucloT,  now -on  a  Hidden 
become  fuch  a  riddle  ?  Are  the  Scriptures  grown  of  late  fo  ab- 
ftrufe*  Is Chriftfo  divided?  Or  is  the  Parliament  rather  fo  di- 
ftempeied  ,  That  no  poffibleeounfell  can  be  given,  nor  taken 
for  reconciling  of  the  differences  about  Ghurth-government,but 
by  granting  fuch  a  Toleration  as  the  Se&aries  defire  >  Wherein 
they  would  have  24  Articles,  of  our  eftablifhed  Confeflion,  laid  ' 
wafte  at  once,  and.  a  Mine  provided  to  blow  up  the  reft  as  faftas 
may  be. 

Is  not  all  the  Piety  and  Wifdome  of  England  able  to  erecl  a 
Throne  of  Truth  and.Grace  for  God  to  dwell  amongft  us,with- 
out  build iagCatbedrals for  theDevill  andhisCovenc  ?  Is  this  &t 
beft  and  tirlVfruit  of  our  offerings  to  our  redeeraer,for  the  won- 
derful! works  hehath  fo  lately  wrought  for  us.? Have  we  rooted' 
out  BiQiop^  Ceremonies,  and  Superftitions,  to  plant  Errors, 
Scbifmes,  and  Sectaries,  in  their  roome  ?  Do  we  ftudy  to  cancell 
the.  verity,  and  ftaL  >ility  of  our  religion  in  the  minds  of  all  igno-, 
rant,andcarnall  men  ?Hav£  we  prayed  and  fought  all  this  while 
to  make  our  lei  ves  an  hiiling-ttocke  to  Papifts,  and  Atheifts  ?' 
Have  we  been  at  luch  immenfe  charges  for  tcmporall  peace, 
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and  fhall  we  now  lay  ground -workes  for  fpirituair  and  perpe* 
tuall  difquiet?  Shall  the  end  of  our  defenfive  war  againft  ourKing, 
be  the  beginning  of  our  offenfive  againft  our  God  ?  Have  we 
fupprcfled  the  Rebellion  of  others,  that  our  felves  may  take  up  a 
Rebellion  againftChrift?Have  we  fet  our  felves  freefrom  the  ufur- 
pation  of  man,  and  (hall  we  now  imprifon  God,  and  his  Truth  in 
error  and  unrighteoufnes?  Have  we  fubdued  uncivill  infolencies,to 
exalt  imchriftian  preemptions  ?  ShaUvve  now  call  that  Conl'ci- 
ence,  which  is  nothing  but  a  falfe  fume,  and  a  vaine  vapour  ?  Shall 
we  call  thofe  tender  conferences,  which  are  fo  audacious  as  to  tur- 
cafe  the  revealed,  and  fealed  Standard  of  our  falvation,and  con- 
vcr  ation,  to  the  mifhapen  models  of  their  intoxicated  phanfies  ? 
Shall  any  man  have  an  immunity  to  hold  an  errour,  becaufe  him- 
jfelfe  is  held  a  Saint  ?  God  forbid. 

We  cannot  conceive,  Right  Honorable,with  all  the  underftan- 
ding  God  hath  given  us,  how  an  inlightned  Parliament  can  enacl 
a  Toleration  of  any  Enor,againft  any  known  Truth  of  God,with- 
out  finning  wittingly  ,willingly  and  prefumptuoufly:  of  which  fins 
this^Cingdome  hath  no  need  :  Nor  fuffer  any  elfentiall  Truth  of 
God  to  hang  in  queftion,  when  he  hath  given  an  Ordinance  to  de- 
termine it,without  wilfull  and  finfull  negligence. 

You  were  pleafed  not  long  fince,to  proclaim  a  Faft  more  then 
ordinarily  folemn,for  the  fuppreflion  of  Errors;Secls&  Schifmes; 
fliould  you  now  be  prevailed  with,  in  your  next  fpeciall  Ad,  to 
grant  a  liberty  for  them;  we  fhalljbe  humbly  bold,  to  thinke  it, 
the  moft  dareing  peice  of  hypocrify,that  ever  Engtift?  Parliament 
committed  .-Nor can  we  conceive  how  aiState  can  fuffer  two 
duTenting  formes  of  Church-Goverment,  in  one,  and  the  fame 
Policy,  unles  it  be  a  ftate,  whofe  Religion  is  little  elfe  but  forme, 
and  Policy,if  they  have  power  to  help  it,  which  blefled  be  God 
is  every  wh-re  at  hand,  whenfoever  you  will  call  for  it. 

The  Scriptures  admonifti  us,  that  all  holy  Covenants,  are  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  or  in  the  blood  of  thofe  that  make, 
andbreake  them,  and  is  our  moft  facred  ingagement,  oncly  pligh- 
ted in  unhallow  froth,,  or  common  fcum  ?  Is  our  everhfting 
Covenant  for  matter,  and  forme  already  become  an  old  Alma- 
nacke?  Shall  all  the.facred  Oaths,  of  fo  many  Chriftians  given, 
and  taken  with  all  the  piety,  and  fincerity  this  Nation  can  aftord, 
be  proftrated,  and  fruitrated,  by  the  profane  pens  of  infamous 
perions  ?  £hall  a  Keligious  Parliament  luffer  thtsReligious  King- 

dome. 


dome,toimdergoe  fuch  reproach,  in  all  Chriftian  Kingdomes  of 
the  world,  to  the  utter  fcome  of  our  Honour  and  honefty,  and 

parte  it  by  in  filence  ?  God  forbid. 

Moft  Honourable,  we  mod  earneftly  befeech  you  with  bro- 
ken hearts,  and  bowed  knees,  that  you  would  now  gird  up  your 
loynes,  with  all  freflv  ani  firaie  indeavours  to  order  the  worfhip 
of  God,  and  his  difcipline  throughout  his  Churches,  according 
to  his  prefcripr  wiil,{iifficiently  revealed  to  all  that  will  fee  it,  and 
not  according  to  the  wits  and  wils  of  corrupted,  mifguided,  and 
felf-  ended  men:Forweare  well  aflfured,that  that  one  way  of  God 
may  be  found  out,  if  you  pleafe;  And  that  you  would  not  onely 
permit,  but  eftablifh  it  fo  pofitively,  and  fully,  that  neither  Satan, 
nor  Sectaries,  nor  any  other  may  elude  or  evade  it.  It  very  ill  be- 
comes a  religious  Parliament  to  dally  with  holy  things,  efpecially 
foundation  of  Churches 

That  our  folemn  Covenant  may  be  practically  celebrated, 
with  all  Oriel:  obfervation,  without  delay,  and  that  generally  from 
the  very  higheft  to  the  loweft,  under  juft  penalties,  Your  Petiti- 
oners deflre  in  fome  meafure  to  fear  the  Lord,  and  to  dread  his 
fearfull  judgements.  The  God  of  England  is  a  jealous  God,  a 
consuming  hre,  we  have  lately  felt  him  fo,we  befeech  you  for  his 
tender  mercy  fake,  that  we  may  grieve  his  Spirit  no  more,  and 
that  you  would  not  expofe  us  again  to  the  deadly  ftrokes  of  his 
dreadfull  wrath. 

We  alfo  moft  humbly  petitionyou.with  all  importunity,that  you 
would  pleafe  not  to  think  of  any  Toleration  ,  which  cannot  be 
clearly  warranted  by  the  Word  of  God  :  If  any  thing  be  already 
pafTed,  which  it  doth  not  allow,  that  you  would  efteeme  it  your 
higheft  honour,  to  repeale  it:  For  we  undoubtedly  beleeve,  if 
God  intends  a  new  edition  of  good  to  this  finfull  Nation,  he  will 
never  indurc'ttich  a  many  headed  monfter  of  Hell,  as  the  Tolera- 
tion our  Sectaries  ayme  at  :  Yea  be  not  your  Honours  offended, 
if  we  proteft  in  the  Name,  andfeare  of  God,  that  if  any  unlaw- 
ful! Toleration  be  granted,  we  will  never  give  the  Parliament  of 
England  reft,  fo  long  as  we  can  move  our  tongues  in  our  mouths, 
orour  pens  in  our  hands,  till  it  be  reverfed.  We  humbly  befeech 
you  to  pardon  our  pious  zeale  herein,  whereunto  we  are  com- 
pelled by  the  impious  folicitacions  of  Sectaries,  and  their  Adhe- 
rents on  the  other  hand  ;  But  we  fhall  labour  to  pray,  and  be- 
Jeeve^that  God  will  not  onely  guide  you  in  the  waies  of  his  truth, 
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and  not  of  their  defogs^but  alfo  perfwade  you  that  it  is  as  impofli- 
ble  a  State  fhould  be  fettled  in  civil  Peace  till  the  Religion  thereof 
be  firmly  and  (incerely  citatlifhed^as  for  the  humours  of  a  naturall 
body  to  be  quiet  io  long  as  the  foule  is  diftrafted  and  difcom- 
pofed. 

Although  we  are  very  unwilling  to  give  offence  ro  any  Member 
of  Parliament,  yet  we  know  nor.  how  to  avoid  this  occafion,  to 
intrcat  thofe  Knights  and  Burgefles  of  our  Counties,  and  Corpo- 
rations, who  have  cleaved  lb  clofe  to  Sectaries,  and  the  armie,  ftir- 
red  fo  little  againft  Tolerations,and  fuch  as  have  fo  much  abfented 
themlelves  from  the  Houfe,  where  their  prefence  and  afliftance 
have  been  fo  requifite,  to  underftand,  that  as  we  know  them  well 
at  prefent,fo  we  purpofe  to  know  them  better  hereafter,and  truft 
them  leiTe3hoping  that  all  other  Counties  and  Corporations  of  the 
Kingdom  will  do  the  like  ;  For  if  fuch  as  thefe  either  fea re  God 
truly,  or  love  their  Countrey  truly,  we  are  either  ignorant,  or  un- 
charitable men.On  the  other  fide,we  gratefully  acknowledge,that 
there  are  many  in  both  Houfes^who  have  abundantly  teftified  their 
fidelity  to  the  State,ftood  orthodox  in  their  Religion,  held  con- 
ftant  to  their  Principles  and  Profeffions  :  fuch  as  thefe  we  humbly 
intreatthem  to  know,their  Honors  and  Names  are  written  in  our 
hearts  with  letters  fo  legible  and  indeleole,  that  whenfoever  they 
have  occafion  toufe  us  in  any  fervice  to  God,  the  Kingdom,  or 
themfelves,they  fhall  be  able  to  read  them  without  fpeclacles,  and 
fliall  find  that  we  have  been  fenfible  of  their  great  difcourage- 
ments. 

Concerning  civill  di(Tentions,we  {hall  onely  mention  three  or 
four,  whereof  the  prime  and  moft  irreconcileable  is  between  our 
King  and  Parliament,and  that  about  the  Negative  voice ^nd  Ml- 
iitla. 

As  we  are  fadly  grieved  ,  that  his  Majefty  is  fo  inexorable  in 
thefe  two  points  of  State,which  under  favour,we  apprehend  God 
never  did,nor  in  his  wifdom  ever  can  commit  to  the  difcretion  of 
any  one  man  whatfoever,  in  his  laps'd  eltate^or  chat  any  King  on 
earth  that  is  truly  and  humbly  wife,  dare  defire  to  keep  in  his  fole 
cuftody  the  Key  of  the  being  and  wel-being  of  a  whole  Nation, 
nor  that  any  Nation  which  have  the  principles  of  men,  will  ever 
betruft  their  lives,hberties,.awes,  and  eftates  to  the  prudence  and 
fidelity  or  any  one  mo*  call  man  whomfoever,if  they  may  avoid  it. 

So 
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SoontheotherfidejWcarenotaiiicleiBubled,  that  a  Parlia- 
ment of  learned  and  experienced  Patriots,  cannot  in  fo  long  time 
contrive  fuch  an  intermediate  way,  bymutuall  fefeft  councels, 
Tight  partitions,  due  proportions,  rationail  diftinftions  ■  divine 
lots,  valuable  hoftages,  by  altering  or  abating  the  Oath  of 
Coronation,  or  fome  ether  fafeCautionaries,  fo  provide  for  the 
dignity  of  Ma  jefty,  and  fafety  of  Subjects,  that  no  perfidious,  or 
pernicious  mifchiefs  may  accrue  to  the  one  or  the  other. 

This  difference  is  grown  fo  high,  that  if  we  may  beleeve  printed 
&  licene'd  paper,  orcomon  reports,there  are  purpofes  if  npt  pre- 
parations, to  depofe  his  Majefty  from  his  Rule'.  An  Aft  too  tran- 
scendent for  us  to  interpofe  our  (hallow  thoughts,yet  of  fuch  con- 
cernment to  the  State,  that  we  dare  not  but  be  humbly  bold  to 
prefent  thefe  our  urgent  Petitions  to  this  Honorable  Aflembly, 

That  if  it  be  poffible,  fome  moderate  and  mercifull  mean  may 
be. mediated,  rather  then  fuch  an  Earthquake  made  in  three  King- 
domes,  with  all  their  Allies  and  Confederates,  as  may  too  pro- 
bably  fubvert  the  very  foundations  of  our  lives  and  beings,  by  a- 
wakeningendlefle  war  upon  our  Brktifh  Scenes. 

That  you  would  be  pleafed  to  confider  humbly  and  timely, 
that  as  God  doubtleffe  hath  a  very  heavy  controverfie  with  our 
King,  fo  no  queftion  he  hath  the  like  againft  us  fubjefts  :  If  his 
fins  be  laid  to  be  fcarlet,we  with  it  might  not  befaid,ours  are 
of  a  very  deep  crimfon ;  fo  that  we  may  truly  feare,  that  as  God 
gave  us  a  King  in  his  anger,  fo  he  may  take  him  away  in  his  wrath; 
yea  in  his  deep  difpleafure  againft  us  as  well  as  him. 

That  you  would  take  care  that  it  may  never  be  ftoried  that  a 
Parliament  of  England  in  a  time  of  Reformation  of  Religion,  de- 
termined any  thing  capitally  againft  a  King  upon  conjefturals: 
We  fear  the  very  mentioning  of  To  heinos  crimes,without  perfpi- 
ous  proof,  may  redound  to  the  irreparable  diflionour  of  both 
Houfes,yeaof  the  Armyit  felfe.  A  report  againft  an  ordinary 
Elder,  ought  not  to  be  received  without  two  or  three  witnefles: 
Probables  will  not  evince  incredibles  ,  with  ponderous  men:  In 
things  of  fo  high  nature,  that  cannot  be  proved,  the  fafeft  way  is 
to  leave  him  to  God  ,and  to  pray  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  find 
out  a  way  and  time  to  difco  er  and  revenge  them:  National  pray- 
ers in  fuch  cafes  are  Gods  Ordinances ;  we  therefore  humbly  pe- 
tition your  Honours,  that  what  is  done  in  this  cafe,may  be  done  to 
a  National!,  w*  could  wifti  to  an  univerfall  fatisfaftion. 

Whether 
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Whether  a  King  be  not  a  little  Law-loofe,  for  fome  perfo- 
nal  vices,  if  not  bound  by  the  exprefs  letter  of  the  Law ,  we  do 
not  now  difpute  ?  but  that  he  is  accountable  to  his  State,  for 
exorbitant  crimes,  that  are  Political;  and  Coronal,  we  doubt 
not.  Only,  if  they  cannot  be  apparently  proved ,  but  ve- 
hemently lufpeffed,  we  humbly  conceive  it  is  the  duty  of  a 
State  to  lay  him  folemnly  infuch  kind  of  Lavender  as  grows 
in  the  27.  of  Deuteronsmj ,  where  alTuredlyGod  will  find 
him,  in  his  wileft  feafon,  and  hkewife  fully  difcharge  trie 
State ;  it  is  an  ordinance  inftituted  by  God  for  clofe  nefarious 
finners,  and  ought  to  be  obferved  in  all  religious  Govern- 
ments. 

And  here ,  left  we  ftiould  be  thought  to  fpeak  too  moderately 
for  him,we  flhallprtfume  to  add, That  if  fome  thingsdeclared  a- 
gainft  him  can  be  proved  with  meridian  evidence;if  all  the  fub- 
jeds  of  his  three  Kingdoms  betides  our  Telve^  fhouldcry 
Pivdt  Rex  never  fo  loud ,  we  are  refolved  for  our  parts  to 
fay  Amsn  fo  foftly  as  neither  God  nor  man  Qiall  hear  us. 
Yea  further  if  upon  a  perfonal  Treaty  he  (hall  not  manifeft 
fb  much  true  repentance  as  to  condefcend  to  Religion  and 
Reafon ;  we  (halllook  at  him  and  his  three  States  with  as  fad 
and  moyft  eyes ,  as  any  man  or  member  of  Parliament ,  be  he 
who  he  will. 

We  alfo  petition  very  humbly,  that  you  would  be  pleafed 
to  apologize  to  the  world  the  reafons  why  you  now  proceed 
upon  fuch  Allegations  as  we  conceive  were  not  unknown 
when  you  both  pretended  and  intended  fuch  pious  and  tender 
rcfpe&s  to  his  Majcfttes  perfon  and  dignity  in  your  former 
Declarations,  Remonftrances  and  Covenant.  It  is  our  duty 
to  prefume  you  have  fome  new  Overtures,  or  further  grounds 
then  were  formerly  in  fight :  But  we  humbly  conceive ,  it 
were  a  neceffary  point  of  wifdom  to  pubLfh  them  ,  left  the 
Religion  and  Loyalty  of  England,  yea  the  Gofpei  it  felf,  may 
fiiffer  more  then  an  England  is  worth  ;  and  fucceeding  Kings, 
in  the  like  difcurrences  of  State,  have  juft  grounds  to  dittiae, 
yea  to  defpife  all  fuch  profeilions  whatfoever :  This  we  are 
affured,  that  thofe  former  pre- fe- ferments ,  of  fuch  refpetfs 
to  his  Majefty,  have  immured  our  "Parliament  in  iuch  %DU 
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lemma,  as  neceflitates  the  greateft  <are  that  can  be  fuppo- 

fed  to  come  off  with  good  conferences  and  credits. 

As  far  a  Ptrfonal  Treaty ,  and  your  Votes  forbidding  all 
addrdTrco,  and  from  the  King,  under  pain  of  death,  though 
we  be  vi  >  loatn  to  fpeak  any  thing  to  it,  yet  we  dare  do  no 
lefs  then  humbly  petition  your  Honors, 

That  you  would  pleafe  to  confider  ferioufly,  whether  God, 
at  any  time,  hath  given  fuch  a  fevere  prefident  by  fencing  him- 
ftlf  at  fuch  a  peremptory  diftance,againft  any  King,  K:ngdom# 
or  man,we  think  not  againft  SauL as  utterly  to  inhibite  all  ad- 
dreffes  to  and  fromhimfelf:  If  he  hath,  the  cafe  of  many  of 
us  fubjefts  is  very  doleful :  but  that  it  may  be  fo  betwixt  man 
and  man,  we  do  very  much  queftion. 

That  it  was  the  manner  of  his  own  people,  who  beft  knew 
his  mind,  to  fet  open  a  door  and  ear  to  the  mod  capital  Male- 
fador  even  till  the  very  ftroke  of  Execution. 

That  it  is  a  great  piece  of  every  fubjefts  Birthright,  the 
very  meaneft,  if  he  will  require  it,  to  be  admitted  to  plead 
perfonally  for  himfelf,  in  any  Cafe  or  Court  of  Juftice  within 
this  Realm  :  And  in  criminal  cafes  it  cannot  be  avoyded.  You 
indeed  give  room,  that  it  may  be  done  with  leave  of  both 
Houfes ;  but  if  you  confider  well,  you  make  a  way  for  your 
addreffes  to  him,  but  how  he  fhall  find  a  path  to  make  his  ad- 
dreifes  to  you,  is  beyond  common  underftanding. 

We  acknowledg,  London  may  not  be  a  fit  place,  in  many 
refpeefs,  but  we  conceive  there  are  fundry  convenient  places, 
neerer  then  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  where  there  may  be  room  and 
fafety  enough,  or  rather  there  then  no  where  ;  You  having 
fufficicnt  ftrength  very  ready  to  attend  you.  As  it  is  our  duty5 
fo  it  (hall  be  our  endeavour  to  pray  earneflly ,  that  neither  the 
prefenceof  a  King,  nor  any  tentation  whatsoever,  may  avert 
you  from  fuchftable  principles  of  Religion  and  State  as  con- 
cern the  fecurity  both  of  Parliament  and  people ;  nor  make  you 
lofe  any  lawful  advantage,  which  God  hath  put  into  your 
hands ;  and  that  you  may  tye  fuch  firm  knots  upon  your  con- 
futations and  conclufions,  that  your  fidelity  may  be  crowned 
ysith  our  tranquillity,  for  many  ages. 
We  alfo  humbly  befcech  you  3  if  you  forefce  neceffary 
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grounds ,  to  readmit  his  Majeftj  to  his  Throne,  ttiat  yoa 
would  pleafc  codo  it  in  fuch  timeapd  manner,  as  may  pre- 
vent all  forcible  endeavours  from  others,  and  rather  gain  and 
fweeten,  then  exafperate  his  Spirit  towards  you  or  us.  It 
is-far  better  he  fhould  come  in  upon  a  fafe ,  free,  and  cordial  in- 
vitation, then  upon  our  fears,  or  in  a.  way  of  triumph. 

It  is  alfo  rumoured,  that  there  is  an  intention  to  reject  the 
next  of  blood,  or  next  iflue:  We  know  not  how  far  thofe 
words  may  be  interpreted,  but  if  of  all  the  Royal  Branches. 
\ye  humbly  pray  you  to  confider  , 

That  God  will  look  at  the  Juftice  of  fuch  an  Act,  as  well 
asat  the  Prudence. 

That  Henrj  the  eighth  had  an  Edward^  and  an  Elizabeth, 
afrwellasay^rj.- 

That  God  efteemed  it  a  great  mercy,  to  promife  his  peo- 
ple a  conftant  fucceflion  of  Kings  in  a  continued  line. 

-That  fomeof  our  Royal  Stems  are  now  by  Gods  fpecial 
permiffion  out  of  our  reach ;  but  how  foon,  or  by  what  means 
they  may  reach  us,  and  what  Errors  they  may  afterwards  dif- 
cover  in  our  proceedings,  is  hard  to  prefage. 

That  you  would  pleafe  to  remember  well,  that  the  Subjects 
of  Scotland  and  Ireland  are  Coparteners  or  Joyn-tenants 
with  us  in  a  King,  and  how  we  fhall  fueout  a  Writ  of  Par- 
tition, or  how  we  can  with  Juftice  deny  them  a  Head  for 
their  Crowns,  or  let  them  have  one  of  the  right  line,  and  our 
felves  none,  without  continual  hoftility,  and  invafions  upon  the 
Land,is  far  beyond  our  knowledg. 

It  is  further  whifpered ,  that  there  are  confutations  about 
altering  the  fram  or  form  of  our  civil  Government :  If  it  be  fo, 
we  truft  your  Honors  wil  pre- confider  what  a  perplexed  task 
it  may  prove,  for  this  kickifli  Ifland  governed  by  Royalty,  ever 
fince  it  was  an  inhabited  piece  of  earth ,  for  ought  we  know, 
now  to  fuffer  another  kind  of  rule  to  back  it :  We  fadly  f.ai-,  ic 
will  try  how  the  new  Riders  will  fet  the  faddle,  though  it 
bneak  all  irs  girths,  yea  its  own  neck.  We  profefs ,  for  our 
parts,  we  are  of  the  birds  or  fowls  mind ;  who,  when  they 
confnked  about  a  King,  would  rather  choofe  to  be  ruled  by  an 
Eagle,  though  he  had  but  the  wings  of  a  fly,  then  by  a  Coiancel 
of  any  other  fowls,armed  with  Eagles  tallons, 
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That  you  would  likewife  forefee  how  difficult  it  wilf  be  to 
found  a  new  Government  with  any  liability,  till  the  caufe  of 
the  King  be  compleatly  determined ;  which  we  humbly  con- 
ceive cannot  be  fo  done  by  a  tacite  or  implicite  laying  him  afidc 
as  to  found  a  firm  bafis  for  fo  weighty  a  frame  as  a  new  Go- 
vernment. 

Here  weareneceffitated  to  inform  your  Honors  with  all  the 
fidelity  we  have,and  to  entreat  you  to  beleeve  us,  That  the  No- 
bility and  Gentry  of  the  Land,  who  have  propended  fo  much 
to  the  Army,  Sectaries  and  Toleration,  are  fo  generally  hated, 
that  the  people  will  never  be  willing  that  any  of  them  (hould 
have  any  {hare  in  iupream  authority,  nor  will  ever  be  well  ru- 
led by  thofe  whom  they  fo  implacably  deteft. 

That  you  would  alio  forefee,  that  fuch  an  Innovation  of  Go- 
vernment will  necefTarily  fubjugate  the  Land  a  long  while  to 
Arbitrary  Laws,  and  Irregular  Judicatures,  and  turn  all  or  moft 
of  our  prefcript  Courts  into  mij rs-Chknceries ,or  bUzing-Star- 
Ch ambers.  And  not  only  fo,  but  bring  us  for  many  years  un- 
der Martial  Law,which  is  not  very  fuitable  to  our  Englijb  Spi- 
rits ;  though  Souldiers  have  lived  long,  like  Gentlemen  of  the 
Innes  of  Court,  yet  they  are  not  fit  for  Commiflions  of  the 
Peace. 

That  you  would  alfo  confider  before-hand  what  a  doleful! 
ftory,  and  fpeftacle  it  will  be,  to  fee  this  Ancient  and  long  flou- 
n(hing  Kmgdome,  to  fit  down  in  fo  fad  a  widdow-hood; 
to  behold  all  our  famous  Clirfes,  Caftles,  and  City  wails,  hung 
with  mournfull  Sable,  our Tres-lplendent  Crown  carried  into 
adefolate  Wardrope,  there  to  remain  asa  mouldy  monument 
of  an  extinct  and  lamented  Majeftie,  and  this  Renowned  Mo- 
narchic become  the  puny  State  of  Chriftendome. 

*  He  chat  fearcheth  the hearts  and  reins,  he  that  is  Truth  it  felf, 
doth, and  we  truft  ever  will  bear  us  witnefs,  that  in  all  we 
hive  faid  concerning  the  King ,  his  Iffue ,  or  New  Govern- 
ment ,  we  have  neither  wittingly  nor  willingly ,  laboured  to 
bind  the  arm  of  Gods  Soveraign  Providence,  to  blind  the 
eyes  of  fomany  Seers,  tocontrolethe  Wifdome  of  fo  great 
an  Aflfembly,  or  in  the  leaft  meafure  to  warp  the  Scepter 
of  Supream  Authoritie ,  rightly  ftretched  forth  againft  any 
perfon ,  how  gteac  fbe^er  y  not  to  plead  for  fuch ,  as  the  hand 
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of  divine  Juftice  hath  pointed  out  to,  guilt  and  pu- 
nifhment*  be  they  never  fo  high  and  potent.  The 
trueReafonsof  our  humble  Freedom*  in  thefcour 
fuggdlions,  are  thefe : 

It  is  freqoentJy  fpoken,  that  the  fir  ft  Petition, 
which  one  of  our  A  floriated  Counties  preferred 
to  the  Parliament  in  the  beginning  of  our  late 
troubles,  gave  a  great  ftop  to  his  Majefties  high 
proceedings  againft  his  SubjeAs ;  we  hope  being 
now  guided  by  the  fame  Spirit,  we  do  according 
to  our  bounden  duties,  by  this  our  prefent  Petition* 
endeavour,  what  in  us  lies,  to  make  the  like  ftop- 
age  of  fuch  high  Proceedings,  from  the  Subject, 
againft  his  Majefty  and  his  children,  as  out  of 
our  tender  regard  to  the  mind  of  God,  honour  of 
the  Nation,  and  our  facred  Covenanr,  we  may 
fear  to  be  carryedon  with  any  partial,  finiften  or 
over  zealous  motions. 

And  the  rather  becaufe  we  underftand  that 
there  are  two  or  three  Petty-titions,  by  fome 
pragmatick  Sectaries  and  their  fiery  Agents,  with 
much  induftry  fcrapedup  inafew  places*  labour- 
ing to  put  your  Honours  on,  with  what  violence 
they  can,  to  ferve  their  own  ends:  We  thought  it 
a  nece/fary  duty  tocounterpoifethemas  rationally 
as  on  the  fudden  wecouli,  that  you  might  be  fet 
perpendicular,  in  a  true  equanimity  of  Parliamen- 
tary Proceedings,  in  caufes  of  fuch  fublime  confi- 
deration  and  Jofty  confequences. 

We  alfo  confider  the  fins  of  the  Nation  to  be 
out  of  meafure  finful,  the  hearts  of  men  to  be 
locked  up  in  obftinacy  and  impenitency  ,  dayly 
provoking  the  eyes  of  Glory  to  juft  wrath ;  we 
therefore  hope  it  will  not  difpleafe  God,  if  we 
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jpurfue  mercy,  and  peace  To  far  as  we  may  >  knowing  that  the 

more  we  forgive  one  another,  the  fooner  he  will  forgive  us 
all,  at  leaft j  this  temporall  punifomen  t. 

The  principalleft  reafon  which  perf waded  us,was  our  inward 
feares/thatin  this  dangerous  crifis  of  State,  our  Parliament 
might  be  fomewhat  valetudinarious,  and  pofsibly  labour  6t 
fomc  fuch  diitempers,  as  might  make  them  fomewhat  unfit, 
to tranfaft fuch  tranfcendent  affaires.-  We  conceive  it  is  the 
cuftomeofthis  Land,  when  a  Nobleman  is  feritenc'd  to  death, 
the  fentence  is  not  authentick,  till  it  be  flgned  by  the  iving; 
We  would  be  glad,  if  out  Parliament  be  called  by  God  to  de~ 
pofe  a  King,  it  might  be  done  with  fuch  trembling  of  hearty 
fadnefsof  wifdome,  and  Divinity  of  Juftice,as  the  King  of 
Kings,  may  give  his  mcft  legible  Fiat  thereunto.  Were  both 
the  Hcufesfo  constituted  for men, and  minds, To  intire  from 
Opinionifts/o  unbiafled  from  the  tranfported,and  tranfporting 
Army,  as  we  could  wifti ;  we  hope  our  felves,  and  the  whole 
Nation,  would  humbly  and  patiently  atteft ,  yea  applaud  any 
Act  of  State,  though  never  fo  arduous,  and  egregious,  where- 
unto  the  providence  of  God  cleerly  invited  them  :  But  things 
being  as  they  are,  the  fins  of  the  Kingdome  fo  innumerable,  and 
unanfwerable,  the  fpirits  of  the  people  fo  various,  and  tumul- 
tuous, authority  at  prefent  fo  low  in  the  duft ,  Neighbour  Na- 
tions fo  unfatisfied, to  fay  no  more ,  our  fears  are  very  many, 
and  great. 

The  next comfortlefs  Divifion,  is  Iattly- grown  between 
the  Parliament  and  people.  We  mean  not  all  the  Parliament, 
nor  all  the  people,  but  the  greater  part  of  both.  They  dayly 
complain , 

That  the  Parliament  adheres  too  much  to  Sectaries,  and  the 
Army. 

That  they  fuffer  a  great  part  of  the  Treafury,  collected  di- 
vers wayes  in  the  Kingdom,to  mif-carry,  for  want  of  due  in- 
fpection,  into  the  too  large  Fees ,  and  too  (bort  accounts  of 
Officers,  or  by  being  difpenced  to  particular  perfons ,  beyond 
their  deferts;  or  fecretly  depofited  for  the  Army,  to  maintain 
them  in  fome  defigns  yet  unknown. 

That  they  too  readily  ircbrace  unjuft  and  inefficient  Im- 
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peachments  from  the  Army  and  their  Adherents,  againft  divers 
fubjecrsin  the  Kingdome,  who  have  been  held  very  faithfull 
to  the  Parliamentary  <gufe,  which  is  too  well  pleafing  to  the 
adverfepartee. 

That  they  for  fake  the  Ancient  Rules  of  Law  ,  in  their  pro- 
ceedings againft  the  Impeached,  and  take  up  iriegular  and  ar- 
bitrary courfes. 

That  they  furTer  many  members  of  both  Houfes  to  be  often 
and  long  abfent,  fo  that  Orders  and  Ordinances  of  very  weigh- 
ty concernment  to  the  Kingdome  are  frequently  voted ,  and 
paflcd  by  a  very  empty  Parliament,  and  a  fmall  party  thereof; 
nothing  fafe,  norfutableto  fuch  momentous  matters,  andfo 
great  a  State. 

That  fundry  worthy  Members,  have  been  affronted  in  the 
Parliament  yard,  by  rude  Sectaries :  and  others  taken  out  of 
their  houfes  by  fome  of  the  Army,  and  either  have  not  been 
queftioned,  or  very  (lightly  puniQied. 

That  many  of  both  houfes,  contrary  to  all  good  Rules  of 
State,  fled  to  an  Army  disbanded  by  Parliament ,  counter-ban- 
ded by  the  people,  comgaged  themfelves  too  much  in  their  de- 
figns,  and  needlefly  brought  them  up  to  the  Parliament  and  Ci- 
ty :  which  we  fear  can  never  be  excufed  with  all  the  Rhecorick 
they  have,  before  God,  or  men. 

That  you  too  much  forget  your  promifes,  and  prolong  your 
performances,  due  upon  the  Tublick  Faith* 

That  you  are  too  ready  to  alienate  fuch  Lands,as  were  given, 
and  cohfecrated  to  Church  ufes,  which  many  conceive  would 
make  good  inlargements  to  the  defecftve  livings  of  many  poor 
and  faithful  Minifters. 

That  you  have  been  too  harfli  to  the  well-deferving  City , 
at  the  unreafonable  motions  of  the  now  ill-deferving  Ar- 
my. 

The  truth  of  thofe  things  we  aver  not,  being  remote  from  the 
Seat  of  Agitation,  but  fuch  are  the  murmurs  of  the  people  in 
thefe  and  other  kinds,  that  the  ancient  Honor  and  Power  of  our 
former  Parliaments,  feem  to  be  almoft  totally  eclips'd  by  this 
prefent  A(fembly,and  th$  late  proceedings  thereof,Uttlc  regard- 
cd  amongft  the  generality. 
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Wife  men,  when  they  ferioufly  weigh  thefe  things,  are  filled 
wi  th  more  grief  for  the  deplored  condition  of  the  Kingdom, 
then  they  can  or  dare  exprefs. 

We  therefore  moft  humbly  and  earneftly  petition  Your  Ho* 
nors,  that  you  would  be  exceeding  careful,  not  to  undo  the 
Realm,  by  undoing  our  Parliament,  efpecially  by  the  fame,  or 
very  like  courfes,  whereby  the  King  and  his  Bifhops  have  fo 
lately  undone  themfelves.  It  will  be  very  lad,  if  ever  this 
Land  Should  have  a>  juft  caufe  to  groan  under  a  Parliament,  as 
to  figh  under  a  King,  whom  that  Parliament  thought  not  wor- 
thy of  his  Throne ;  or  that  it  fhould  ever  be  whifpered  among 
good  men ,  that  a  Parliament  of  England  ac"ted  the  affairs 
of  State,  fo  obliquely,  that  they  dared  fit  no  longer,  then  they 
had  an  Army  of  refractory  Schifmaticks  for  their  Life- 
guard. 

Thar  you  would  be  plea  fed  to  regain  the  love  of  the  people 
and  honor  of  your  Attembly,  by  making  fuch  a  clofe  of  this 
Parliament,  in  healing  all  breaches  and  curing  the  wounds  both 
of  the  Common -wealth  and  Churches,  in  fettling  the  prefence 
and  peace  of  God  amongftus;  as  may  not  only  blot  out.  all 
regretings  againft  you,  but  greatly  inlarge  the  hearts  of  all 
loyal  fubjeds  to  blefs  God  for  your  piety,  prudence,  and  in- 
duftryimproved  in  the  difficult  affairs  of  the  Kingdom. 

That  if  there  be  any  Members,  or  Member  of  Parliament, 
that  are  noted  to  be  very  fcandaloas  difparagements  to  the 
Houfe,  you  would  pleafe  either  to  vindicate  their  Names  or 
difcharge  thejr  perfons  for  the  Kingdoms  honor  fake.  One,or 
a  few  execrable  perfons  may  hinder  the  fervice  and  fuccels  of 
many  able  worthy  men. 

In  fpecial,  that  you  would  give  us  a  fpeedy  and  particular 
-enumeration  of  what  crimes  are  treasonable  and  capital,  wher- 
in  we  confefs  for  the  prefent  many  of  us  are  benighted  :  andf 
that  you  would  prefently  put  us  out  of  all  fear,  that  all  your 
Proceedings  in  matters  ot  Judicature  fhall  be  none  other  then 
•have  been  formerly  accounted  legal  and  regular.  If  we  be 
loft  in  thefe  vital  principles,  it  is  time  for  every  man,  but  the 
Army  and  their  favorites,  to  write*  £ord  have  mercj  ttpon  m, 
on  our  doors. 

We 
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We  alfo  very  importunately  petition  your  Honours,  that  you 
would  for  time  to  come,  be  very  abftemious  in  receiving  the  fag- 
geftions,  and  impeachments  which  thebufie  Souldiery,  and  their 
hot  adherents,  are  fo  forward  to  tender  to  both  houfes,  againft 
Subjects  as  loyall  as  themfelve*.  And  here  we  humbly  crave 
leave,  to  ftand  a  while, and  wonder,  at  their  fpirits,  and  confeien- 
ceswhoarefofharp-fighted  toefpy  the  faults  of  others,  and  fo 
ftoneblinde,  as  not  to  fee,  the  like  or  worfe  in  themfelves. 

Have  not  they  contrary  to  the  coancell  of  good  Phyfitians, 
given  the  whole  Kingdome  a  Cfyfter,  which  hath  purg'd  out  the 
increments  of  their  eftafces,  and  many  vitall  fpirits  out  of  the  Par- 
liament ?  Where  by  the  way,  we  could  wifh  that  the  fin,  and 
fhame  of  the  eleven  Members  in  leaving  their  ftations,  truft,  and 
Countrey,  for  fear  of  an  Army,  may  ftand  upon  perpetuall 
record. 

Did  not  they  alfo  on  their  own  heads,  lay  a  plaifter  to  the 
breaft  ef  the  Kingdome,  the  imperiall  City  of  London,  which 
hath  brought  the  heart  of  the  Land,  into  a  fainting,  and  dying 
condition  ? 

Were  the  Ships  at  Rocbcl  pretending  to  aid  the  Proteftants, 
cunningly  imployed  for  their  deftrudion ;  and  hath  not  the  Ar- 
my appointed  for  our  fafeguard,  as  cunningly  imploied  them* 
feives  for  the  diftradion  of  our  Religion,  and  peace,  and  the 
deftrudion  of  our  eftates  ? 

Have  the  bodies  of  many  thoufands  been  (lain  by  thefc  warres, 
and  have  not  many  thoufand  fouls  been  poyfoned  with  Errors,  by 
thefe  our  warriers,  and  their  feminaries  ? 

Have  Covenants,  Oaths,  Proteftations,  and  imprecations, 
been  broken  on  one  fide ;  and  have  they  not  been  crack' d  and 
flieghted  on  the  other  ? 

Is  it  adeftrudive  Maxime^  that  the  King  oweth  no  accompt 
fave  only  to  God,  and  is  it  not  as  deftrudive  a  pradice  in  the 
Army,  to  owe  no  accompt  fave  only  to  themfelves  ? 

Is  it  adeftrudive  Principle,  that  the  Parliament  cannot  make, 
or  declare  Laws,  and  is  it  an  edifying  practice  in  them  to  con- 
ftrainthe  Parliament  to  make,  unmake,  apd  declare  Orders  at 
their  pleafure  ? 

Did  inforced  Loan,  privy  Seals,  and  Monopolies  grinde  the 
Subjed,  and  have  not  inforced  Afleflemcnts,  and  free-quarter 
grated  them  as  fmall  ? 
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Was  it  a  fin,  to  raife  an  Army  to  force  Scotland  to  comply  with 
us;  and  is  it  no  fin  in  the  Army,  to  continue  themfelves  at  our 
charges,  and  againft  our  wills,  to  force  the  Parliament  to  comply 
with  us? 

Was  it  a  pious  defigne  of  the  Queen  to  advance  Pcfery ;  ar.d 
is  it  not  a  pious  defigne  of  the  Army  to  advance  Fepperj  f 

Was  it  a  crime  to  delay,  and  detain  the  Earl  of  Leicefler^  from 
going  againft  the  Rebels  in  Ireland •  and  is  it  a  venue  in  them  to 
hinder,  even  till  now,  the  forces  which  our  State  were  fo  vnffing 
to  fend  againft  them  long  ago  ? 

Was  it  amiile  to  fend  the'Papifts  in  Ireland,  Popiflt  Comman- 
ders, and  Co  call  orfProteftant  Officers;  and  is  it  now  rightly 
done  of  the  Army,  to  take  ©ff  Orthodox  Commanders  in  Eng* 
land)  and  to  place  Sectaries,  and  Schifmaucks  in  thdr  room  ? 

Was  ic  ill  done  to  fill  the  Tower,  with  new  guards,  Canoneersv 
and  great  pieces  of  battery,  mounted  againft  the  City,  to  be 
managed  by  fufpefted  Officers  ;  and  is  it  well  done  by  them  to 
doe  the  like,  or  more,under  infeded  Officers  ? 

Was  a  forcible  entrance  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  fetch 
oat  five  Members,  an  ad  of  unparalleled  violence,  and  a  prologue 
to  a  bloudy  Tragedy ;  and  was  the  kite  horfible  approach  into 
bide  Park,  near  the  Parliament,  to  rend  away  eleven  Members, 
an  aft  of  unparalleled  clemency,  and  a  prologue  to  a  plaufible 
Comedy?  Here  we  may  adde  that  little  fiea- bite  of  difohedience 
to  fupream  Authority  of  State,  their  taking  che  King  out  of  the 
po wer, and  poffeffion  of  the  Parliament :  OinfernaiLarrogancy  1 

Were  the  good  affections,  and  indeavours  of  the  Cityf  to  in- 
terrupt that  defigne  then  fo  commendable;  and  are  their  like  > 
affections  and  indeavours  to  interrupt  a  very  lulpitious  defigne, 
aow  fo  punifhable  ? 

Were  Comnvflions  for  attempting  Nei*-C*ji/e,  and  Hull% 
apprehended  fo  perillous;  aadarethe  Armies  ieizingof  all,  or 
rnoft  of  the  Garnfons  of  the  Kmgdome,  upon  their  own  wills,  to 
their  own  ends,  now  apprehended  fofafe  \ 

Was  the  pawning  of  the  Jewels  of  the  Crown,  fo  Irroyall^ 
and  rs  not  the  taking  away  of  the  Jewels  of  the  Subjects,  even 
iheir  bread,  and  beds,  asllloyall  ? 

Was  Shiprnoney  the  compendium  of  our  oppreffions ;  and 
»  apt  Belt-money  the  difpendium  of  our  poflfeflSons  ? 
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A«  we  know  well,  thefe  things  were  declared  by  the  Parlia- 
ment, fo  we  know  in  part,  they  were  inftigated  thereto  by  the 
Army,  and  their  Negotiators. 

Ic  were  too  great  a  wrong  te  us,  Right  Honourable,  to  inter- 
pret any  fthing  we  have  now  faid,  to  be  any,  eren  the  leaft  con- 
trolling the  Parliaments  Declaration  concerning  the  King,  or 
extenuation  of  the  Kings  mifcarriages,  it  is  not  any  piece  of  our 
intent :  Ouronely  aim  is  to  (hew  the  Army,  their  blinde  par- 
tiality, in  being  fo  forward  to  accufe  others,  and  fo  backward 
inobferving  their  own  finfull  mifdemeanors;  forgetting  what 
the  Scripture  faith,  wherefore  Thou  art  inexcufable  O  man,  fir 
Vc  herein  thou  judge  ft  another,  thou  condemn* ft  thy  felf:  for  thou 
thatjudgeft  another  doeft  the  fame  things  ;  and  thinkeft  thou  O  man, 
that  judgeft  them  that  do  fitch  things,  and  doeft  the  fame,  that  thou 
fbaltefcapc  th?  judgement  of  god  ?  If  they  doe,  without  hearty, 
and  fpeedy  repentance,  many  are  deceived  :  But  chiefly  to  be- 
feech  your  Honours,  to  be  confeientioufly  deliberate,  in  taking, 
and  purfuing  their  impeachments,  againft  their  fellow-  Subjects, 
themfelves  being  partakers  in  the  like  crimes,  which  in  all  laws  is 
very  confiderable. 

We  confefife,  that  to  fuch  of  the  Army  as  (land  fo  near  the 
mark,  that  they  are  able  to  behold  more  then  they  can  fee,  and 
to  fuch  of  their  Seconds,  who  have  fo  deeply  read  the  Metaphy- 
ftcks  of  our  Laws,  that  they  can  metamorphoxe  them  at  plea- 
fure,  things  may  feem  right,  andftreight,  round,  and  fquare,  of 
what  figure  foever  theybe;  but  for  us  plain  Countrcy-men,  we 
cfteem  it,  an  invaluable  piece  of  our  happincfle,  that  we  neither 
doe,  nor  ever  hope  to  underftand  the  true  reafons,  why  feven 
Lords,  eleven  of  our  Commons,  and  four  Aldermen  of  London, 
fliould  be  impeach'd  of  high  treafon^or  why  it  fhould  be  call'd  the 
ftirring  up  of  a  new  warre,  for  the  City  to  ftand  in  their  own  de- 
fence, again  the  infolencies  and  outrages  of  the  old;  But  we 
ingenioufly  acknowledge,  it  becomes  fuch  as  we  are,  rather  to 
fufter  our  Ignorance,  and  Impatience  to  fail  together  by  the  ears, 
and  to  fight  it  out,  then  to  queftion  the  fagacity  of  fo  keen  a  fpi- 
rited  Army,  or  the  wifedome  of  a  difturbed  and  over-ruied  State. 

The  next  diffenfion  generall  throughout  the  Land,  is  between 
the  people  themfelves,  under  the  titles  of  Maiignants,  and  Parli- 
amentarians: which  though  it  arifss  from  their  own  corrupt 
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dtftempers,  yet  it  would  work  great  peace  in  the  Kingdom,  if 
your  Honours  would  pleafe  to  cure  it,  with  fome  convenient 
Anodynes:  profeffing  for  our  parts,  that  we  dare  not  judge  all 
thofe  Malignants,  whofe  judgements  clofe  tot  with  ours,  in  fome 
points  of  Royall  Prerogatives,  and  that  we  think  very  long,  to  be 
friends  wich  thofe  our  Neighbours,  and  Acquaintance,  whofe 
Morality,  Civility,  and  Loyalty, is  farre  more  gratcfull  to  us,  then 
the  Religion  of  many  whiri-crown'd,  and  bragg-btamd  Opi- 
nionifts. 

The  laft  Divifion  we  ftiall  mention,  is  the  unkindly,  and  an- 
Chriftian  fire,  which  Satan,  and  his  inftruments  are  now  kindling 
betwixt  our  Kingdom,  and  the  Realm  of  Scotland:  whofe 
Neighbour-hood,andBrother-hood,hath  been,and  may  be  fo  ufe- 
full  to  our  Nation,  whofe  prudence  and  concurrence  in  their  do- 
meftick  Cotmcels,  whofe  zeal  to  promote  the  purity,  and  autho- 
rity of  Religion,  whofe  fidelity  to  us  in  our  greateft  ftraights, 
whofe  honefty  in  performing  their  Nationall  promifes,  hath  been 
fo  beautiful!  in  our  eyes,  that  we  hold  our  felves  bound  in  con- 
fcience  to  love,  and  honour  them- with  our  hearts,  till  they  fhail 
give  us  juft  caufe  to  the  contrary. 

We  humbly  petition  your  Honours,  fpeedily  to  caft  ail  the  wa- 
ters you  may,  upon  this  fire,  leaft  the  fmoak  thereof  afcend  to- 
wards the  heavens,  and  breed  fuch  clouds  of  thundring,  and 
lightning,  as  may  probably  fet  both  Nations  on  a  light  and  un- 
quenchable flame. 

We  profelfe  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  hearing  of  men,  that  we 
deem  it  a  raoft  accurfed  practice  in  any  man,  that  fhail  indeavour 
to  break  any  band?,  wherewith  God  hath  knit  us  together ;  We 
are  not  a  little  grieved,  that  your  Honours  will  fuffer  any  man, 
of  what  place  foever,to  aiienate  us  from  them,  or  them  from  us, 
by  fuch  ofrenfive  parages  as  all  prudent,  and  moderate  men  ab- 
horre.  We  prefume  you  are  not  ignorant,  that  fome  have  been 
boldly  bufie  this  way;  whofe  very  Names  ( if  fmoak  argues  fire) 
are  enough  to  blaft  whatever  paiTes  through  their  hands,  and  to 
make  all  honeft  men  furmize,  that  that  caufe,  is  fo  much  the  bet- 
ter, by  how  much  the  more  fuch  Afps  fpit  their  inve&ives  againft 
it.  If  it  be  not  a  weak  piece  of  policy  to  kindle  fuch  coles,  in  a 
time  when  the  Army  is  fo  diftafted,  the  Parliament  for  their  fake 
fodeferted,  in.the  hearts  of  men,  and  fuch  hot  difpuces  already* 
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lighted,  and  cock'd  between  the  two  Kingdom*,  ourunderftand- 
ings  fail  us.  Should  we  once  give  fire,  and  begin  awarre,  we 
humbly  befeech  you  to  fpread  all  your  care,  and  vigilancie  to 
keep  off  rank  Malignants,  from  combarking  their  aids,  and  coun- 
fels|herein  :  for  fuch  bottle?,  as  the  Prophet  faith,  are  now  to 
full  of  wine  ;  yet  if  they  would  pleafe,  to  take  friendly  advice 
from  us,  we  would  perfwade  them  to  be  as  ftill,  and  confidence 
as  they  may;  for  we  are  much  deceiv'd  if  God  hath  not  an  intent 
to  fmfer  overgrown  Royallifts,  and  rank  Sedarifts  to  cue  off  each 
other,  that  the  Kingdom  may  at  length  be  quiet. 

Concerning  our  unreafonable,  and  immeafurable  Oppreflions, 
which  this  Land  hath,  and  doth  fuffer,  we  mean  only  fuch  as  have 
been  impofed  upon  us,  fince  our  Kings  coming  to  Holdenby,  and 
the  Order  of  Parliament  to  disband  the  Arrnie  ;  fhould  we  give 
the  Houfcs  a  particular  accompc  of  what  incredible  mmmes,  Ex- 
eife,  Affeft'ements,  and  that  devouring  Freequarter  hath  amoun- 
ted  to  in  our  Shires  in  generall,  or  in  our  feverall  Towns,  and 
Families,  many  times  beyond  the  means  of  our  fubfiftance,  the 
Rents  of  our  Farms,  and  the  Livings  of  ourMinifters,  it  would 
rather  yield  matter  of  aftonifhmenc  to  the  Parliament,  and  of 
wonderment  to  forreign  Countries,  then  any  found  hope  of  re- 
lief to  our  felves.  And  that  which  makes  us  judge  it  oppreflion 
indeed,  is,that  all,  or  moftpart  of  it,  hath  been  mifpent  upon  an 
Armie  more  numerous,  then  needrull :  It  being  publiquely  ac- 
knowledged by  your  honours,  that  our  enemies  are  wholly  fub- 
dued,and  no  face  of  warre,  worth  the  looking  on  appearing  in 
our  Englifh  horizon. 

An  Armie  that  have  done  little  or  no  other  work  for  a  long 
time,  that  we  know  of,  but  fcattered  their  poifonous  drugs  in 
places  ivhere  they  have  been  quartered  ;  trebled  the  number  of 
Malignant^exarperated  their  fpirits  to  the  higheft  degree  of  rage, 
and  lome  or  chem  uccered  iuch  <cornrull,and  mucinous  language 
againft  the  Parliament  as  non§  but  a  ftupid  Nation  would,  or 
could  endure;  that  have  mixed  themfelves  with  fuch  dregs 
of  men,  as  we  dare  boldly  affirm, that  they  arenotthofec**^, 
chofttjy  and  faithful ,  which  follow  the  Lamb  in  his  warres,zs 
fome  pretend,  but  a  generation  that  want  common  honefty,  civi- 
lity, and  modefty. 

An  Army,  chat  runs  thelind  every  week  into  fuel*  Arrears, 
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that  we  cm  fee  nop  oflible  end  of  our  exhauCtments,rhat  find  the 
Parliament  iuch  continual!  imploymcnt,  that  little  or  nothing 
can  be  done,  ban  attendance  upon  their  occalions,  and  pleafures, 
that  have  irreparablyblemifhcd  the  fame  of  our  nation,blafted  the 
face,  broken  the  ftaffe  of  our  ftrength,  we  mean  the  Illuftrious 
City  of  Lottdent  who fe  bounteous  and  unanimous  help  in  our 
time  of  perill,  ought  to  have  been  better  remembred,  and  rcqai- 
ted.  Yea,  unthriftily,  arid  prophanely  barterd  away  their  own 
former  wcll-defaved  honour,  for  juft  reproich,and  dif-efteem. 

An  Army,  that  have  fo  long  fwallowed  the  fweetnefs  of  o- 
thermens  cares, and  their  owne  eafe,that  we  much  feare  they 
Will  never  fall  to  any  other  trade,  but  to  ftudy  fuch  counfells, 
and  invent  fuch  projects,  as  may  give  fpecious  pretences ,  for 
themtofpend  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  idlcnefe,  and  too 
many  of  them  in  rapine,  and  leudnefs  ;  Hill  perilling  t©  carve  out 
fuch  contrivalls,  as  neither  themfeives,  nor  all  the  wifedome  in 
the  Land,  know  how  to  doe  or  undoe:  The  truth  is,  their  waies 
ire  fo  crooked,  that  themfeives  cannot  tell  this  week,  what  they 
would  have  the  next,  unleffeit  be  money  to  purfue  their  owne 
fins,  and  our  forrowes. 

An  Army,  that  have  done  more  harmeby  exanimating,and 
cowing  the  Spirits  of  Englifhmen,  by  their  gracelefs  domineer- 
ing over  them,  wick  their  ods  of  number,  and  other  advantages, 
chea  half  their  heads  arc  worth,  and  fo  it  will  appeare,  if  there 
be  any  newcaufeof  try  all,  unierTe  againft  themfeives. 

An  Army,  that  harbour*  fu:h  amongft  them,  as  would  not 
only  cut  the  Kingdom  ihorter  by  the  Head,  but  by  the  Shoulders 
alfo,  if  they  could,  by  the  bereaviag  us  of  the  moft  honourable 
Houfe  of  Peeres,  and  degrading  them  from  their  ancient  place 
and  ufein  the  Parliament  of  England. 

An  Army,  that  is  the  likelieft  mean  that  can  be  fuppofed,  to  o- 
pen  another  Fountain  of  warre,  and  provoke  new  ftreamcs  of 
blood  amongft  our  felves,  or  from  other  parts;  witnefe  thege- 
nerall  dilcontents,  and  murmurings,  the  late  Tumults,  and  the 
Northern  threatning  ftorms ,ariling  againft  their  daring,  and  pro- 
voking courfes;and  when  they  fhali  fee  black  tempcfts  a  cermng, 
will  probably  find  fome  unworthy  fhift,  or  ftielter  for  them- 
feives, and  expofe  the  Parliament  to  raife  other  forces  to  favg 
themfeives,  and  us  if  they  can. 

An  Army  that  entertaioes  a  multitude  of  fanncs  and  fam* 
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bret  who  wanting  both  wit  and  grace,  hive  laboured  what  they 
can  to  debauch  the  faithful),  and  able  Miniftery  of  the  Land,that 
themfelves  may  exercife  their  gifts  in  publike  Congregations, 
and  play  the  Apes  in  Pu!pits,foignorantly  and  impudently,  that 
it  is  a  thousand  fhamcs  for  a  State  to  fuffcr  fuch  malepert  Foo- 
leries, and  horrible  exorbitances  topaffe  unpunished. 

An  Army,  that  have  done  what  they  may,  to  pave  a  way  t« 
a  relaple  of  usurpation  and  revenge,  (even  fold  worfe  then  in 
times  paft,  if  the  advetfc  party  can  but  once  life  up  their  hands 
to  their  Head. 

An  Army  that  have  brought  the  Affaires  of  the  Kingdome  in- 
to (uch  confulhn,  and  the  State  into  fuch  diforder ;  that  the  ho- 
nefter,and  wifermenare,  the  leffethey  know  what  they  may, 
©r  can,  or  ought  to  doe :  unkSfc  it  be  to  repent  them  more  of 
their  fins,  to  live  by  faith,  to  look  up  to  God  oneiy  for  helpe, 
from  whom  alone  it  can  now  be  expend,  and  in  the  meane 
while,  to  keep  off  further  evils,  fo  far  as  they  dare. 

An  Army,  which  put  us  oat  of  all  hope,that  ever  the  peace  of 
the  Land  can  be  fetled,lo  long  as  they  are  on  foot  in  their  difo- 
bedient  wayes. 

Wc  would  not  be  underftood  (  Right  Honourable)  to  cenlure 
all  the  Army,  wherein  we  hope  there  are  divers  trul/  godly,  o- 
thers  milled  by  ignorance,  neccility,  and  martiall  Sophiftry;  we 
intend  only  Sectaries,  and  perfons  devoted  to  ill  councells,  and 
attempts;  againft  whom  if  we  have  fpoken  high,  we  pray  your 
Honours,  to  let  their  free  quarter,agaiaftour  free  languige,theit 
hungry  teeth,  againftour  angry  tongues ;  andjo  conlider  that 
the  boldnefs  of  our  fpeech,  falls  farre  (hort  of  the  infoiencies  of 
their  actions,  your  (elves  being  judges  :  T  rutting  it  will  prove 
no  great  offence,  that  we  Ipeak  wnat  we  can  for  our  lives,  while 
we  are  fpeaking  for  the  lives  of  two  Parliaments,  and  three 
Xingdotnes,  The  deepfence  of  thefe  things, have occafioned  us 
luch  unccflant  griefs,  and  importable  burthens,  as  inevitably 
compell  us  to  preferre  thefe  our  humble  Petitions  to  both  the 
Honourable  Houfes. 

That  you  would  be  pieafed  feafonably  to  declare  to  the 
Kingdome,  the  true  Reafons  why  they  are  continued  in 
fuch  great  numbers,  and  to  fo  great  charges  $  that  our  hearts 
may  be  fomen  hat  eafed,  though  our  purfes  may  not.  For  cur 
parts  we  can  conceive  no  other  grtunds  but  thefe. 

i.  They 
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1.  They  are  refolved  to  have  a  Toleration  of  their  impious 
Errors,  and  Opinions,  which  they  call  Liberty  offa*- 
fcience  :  that  is  the  prime  purchafe  they  feem  co  aim  at. 

2.  To  place  Government  and  authority  in  the  hands  of  fuch, 

as  (hall  protect  them  therein,  againft  all  oppofition 
whatfoevcr. 

3 .  To  maintain  their  Army  in  full  force,  till  thefe  their  ends 
be  fully  accomplifhed,  and  all  indeavours  againft  them 
throughly  filenced. 

4.  To  furnifh  their  Officers,  whereof  many  are  rifen  from 
mean  trades  and  eftates,  with  fuch  inlargements,  as  may 
kesp  them  from  falling  down  agah-i,  to  fuch  low  con- 
ditions ,  as  their  pride,  and  (pan-  new  Gentries  will  not 
indure. 

We  moft  earneftly  obteft  your  Honours,  thatyeu  would  doe 
the  Kingdome  that  right,  to  fearch  out  with  all  diligence,  who 
were  the  firft  Councilors  and  Inftigatorsanot  to  disband,  but  to 
purfne  thefe  their  defignesj  which  have  not  only  retarded  the  fet- 
tlementof  our  peace,  and  the  recovery  of  Ireland,  butrcingu!- 
fed  us  in  fo  many  new  fcares,  that  the  vifage  of  things  looks  as 
ghaftly  upon  us  now,  as  when  we  were  in  the  hightft  hurries  of 
our  late  concuflions :  We  neither  can,  nor  dare  expreffc  our 
thoughts  of  that  Parliament  which  fhould  rife,  before  fuch  men 
be  throughly  fallen,  if  they  can  be  di(c#vered  :  the  eftates  of  thefe 
Projectors,  and  of  the  chief  perpetrators  of  their  counfels,are  fic- 
teft  to  pay  the  late  Arrears  of  the  Army. 

Should  your  Honours  fee  juft  caule,  that  a  competent  Army 
fhould  be  ftill  maictaind,  for  the  fuppreflion  of  ftirring  and  im- 
placable Spirits ;  which  we  apprehend  very  neceffary ;  we  then 
earneftly  petition  both  Houfes,  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to  let 
every  County  and  Shire  raife,  and  keep  in  a  readineffe,  a  Efficient 
number  of  trufty,  and  well-armed  horfemen,  under  knowne  and 
f&ithfull  Officers  true  to  the  League  and  Covenant,  commanded 
in  chief e  by  the  valiant  and  worthy  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  placed 
prudently  in  fit  parts  of  every  Shire ;  who  with  the  fpeedy  aid  of 
Trained  Bands  and  Auxiliaries,  we  queftion  not,  would  do  the 
work,  with  more  acceptance  to  God,  and  the  Countrey,then  this 
troublefome3and  unbeloved  Army :  Which  if  your  Honours  pleafe 
to  grant,  we  eafily  prefume,  not  only  our  Affociatc  Ccmties9bu^ 
all  the  Shires,  and  Cities  in  the  Land,  will  performe  at  their  own 


C>5) 

free  charges,  lookng  for  no  recooapcnce  from  the  Sctte. 

If  this  be  not  thought  meet,  we  then  mod  earncftly  petition 
you  to  perfwade  the  chief  commanders  ef  this  Army  to  purge 
their  Regiments  and  companies  of  all  mutinous,  lediticus,  and 
Schtfmaticall  Officers  and  Souldiers,  and  the  reft  to  fubraic 
wholly  co  the  wifdomeand  will  ot  the  Parliament,  not  m ailing 
in  State  matters  any  further  then  other  Subjects  do,  which  if  they 
would  perform  in  the  fear  of  God,  as  we  faouldbeglad  of  their 
further  fait  hfull  fer  vice,  in  cafe  of  need,  So  we  doubt  not  but 
the  hearts  and  aftedions  of  all  good  men  would  be  renued  to- 
wards them  fo  vnfainedly  and  abundantly ,that  all  pad  unlearn- 
ages  would  toon  be  remitted  and  forgotten. 

We  alio  humbly  petition  that  you  would  pleafe  not  to  ingage, 
or  put  off  the  beft  pledges  in  your  difpofall,  for  the  pay  of  this 
craving  Army  ;  but  to  receive  as  furficient  to  repay  our  disburfe- 
ments,upon  the  publike  faith, which  our  prefent  and  urgent  wants 
conflrain  us  to  call  for. 

We  alfo  very  humbly  petition  your  honours,  that  ycu  would 
fpeedily  recall  a  late  order,  as  we  conceive,  which  gives  leave  to 
Souldiers  to  enter  and  take  up  free  quarter  in  thehoufes,  of  fuch 
as  arc  returned  infolvent  of  their  Affefments,  which  every  man 
is  not  able  to  pay  at  the  time  required,  many  good  Subjtds  ca- 
king it  very  unkindly,  that  their  former  freenefs  to  aflift  the 
Kindome  in  a  time  of  need,  (hould  be  foon  requitcdjrather  with 
i  point  of  Turnips  Jlavery,  then  Englifi  c<]*itj,  excrciled  upon 
them  by  diflblute  Fellows ,  not  worthy  to  be  their  fervants. 

Weunderftandoflate,  that  fundry  godly  and  knowing  men, 
begin  to  make  a  queftion  <*f  paying  thete  continued  Taxes,  for 
this  Army,  as  formerly  of  Loans^nd  Shipmoncy  :  and  probably 
we  fhall  fhortly  hear  of  many,  that  will  returne  to  thofe  old 
Principles,  as  not  to  pay  without  legall  diftreffe. 

We  therefore  befeech  your  Honours,  foto  confider  confeien- 
ces  (incerely  tender  in  this  point,  as  nottoreiign  them  up  for 
Prey's  to  rude  Souldiers ;  but  to  order  Colie&ors  with  the  help 
of  Conftables,  to  diftrainfor  what  is  Arrear,  in  a  pcjceablc,  and 
rcafonable  manner,  upon  fuch  as  would  rather  yceld  paflive  o- 
bedienceto  Authority a  then  be  active  againft  their  own  Judge- 
meats:  or  if  you  pleafe,  to  fee  fome  equill  penalty,  for  what 

D  fhaii 


(ball  not  be  brought  in  to  Sate- Receivers  it  daks  prefcribed. 
But  this  we  now  mention,  may  be  fpared,  if  yoo  plcale  to  accept 
of  our  former  tender  of  furficienv  forces,  at  our  proper,  and  vo» 

luntary  charges. 

We  alfo  humbly  befeech  you  that  yon  would  fpeedily  give  cm 
an  Order,  whick  may  impower  every  Minifter,  and  Churchwar- 
den  in  their  refpe&ive  places,  to  keep  all  Scuidiers  out  of  their 
Puir  its,  and  every  Houiholder  to  dilchargehis  houfe  of  any  of 
the  Army,  that  fhall  be  tampering  directLy,  or  indire&Iy  with 
any  of  their  Family,  to  corrupt  them  with  their  vain,  and  fleasy 
opinions,  about  Religion ;  and  that  none  or  them  may  abide  in 
their  houfes  on  the  Lords  day,  in  time  or  publikc  Worfhip  us- 
kfle  they  be  fick,or  very  neccflarily  detained. 

That  none  of  them  (ball  take  up  their  quarters  in  any  hottfe, 
unleflethey  bring  their  Tickers  fabfcnbcd  with  one  or  both  of 
the  Couftables  names,  to  avoid  forgery  and  villany,  which  is 
doc  every  where  unpraftifed. 

That  you  would  forbid  them  to  prophane  the  Lords  daks,  by 
their  ordinary  marching,and  tnv3iliog,wben  there  is  nut  her  haft 
nor  need,  and  command  the  common  Souidiers,  to  work  con- 
ftantly  on  the  week  daies,  and  not  to  fpend  their  own  liracs^nd 
other  mens  comforts  idly,  2  ©coo  men  may  weil  earne  20000  L 
a  moneth  ,  in  moft  parts  of  E*gUnd  towards  their  pay  and 
maintenance. 

We  alfo  petition  the  cafe  being  with  us  as  it  is,  that  no  Officei 
of  the  Army,  may  fit  as  a  Member  of  cither  Hcufeofc  Parliament^ 
at  which  many  of  the  peapk  are  very  much  grieved. 

That  you  would  alfo  pleafc  to  prefenbe  thc»  fpecchly 
and  decrly,  what  crimes  arc tobecapitalla«ong(i:tbc«fdvc% 
in  their  Martiali  Courts,  or  Couacclls,  and  not  to.  leave  them 
look*  to  their  arbitrary  ignorance,  and  wilful!  undcrftaadings 
and  likewife  give  liberty  to  SubjcSs,  whenfbever  tbey  arc 
wronged  by  the  infolcncics  of  Souidiers,  to,  complain  either  to 
Ac  Officers  of  the  Army,  or  td^tuftkes  of  Peace,  which  they 
think  fitteft-  Wc  fee  no  reafon,  why  men  of  warrc  flaooid  bein- 
Commiflion  of  Pcaee>or  our  Trcfpsfl-fs  be  our  Judges. 

That  you  would  have  a  very  fpeciall  care  of  the  Navy ;  we 
&ar  that  fomc  Seftarics,if  they  be  hard  put  to  ©d  Land,  will  put  as 

hard 
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hard  to  Sea,  as  they  can;  and  their  conferences  take  liberty,  to 
carry  away  our  Ships,  and  rcftorc  them  again,  when  we  can  get 
them.  We  hear  our  golden  daics  are  gone,  oc  going,  and  we 
fear  they  will  goe  with  them,  or  after  them  as  faft  as  they 

can.     .  '•ffr^^i^-^llv-'M** 

We  alfo  humbly  petition  your  Honours,  that  you  would  con- 
fider,  how  unreafonably  the  Land  is  wafted,  by  innumerable 
multitudes  of  robbing,  and  begging  Souldicrs,  and  other  vaga- 
bonds f  warming  daily  at  our  doors;  it  is  impofliblc  for  us  to 
maintain  two  Armies,  one  of  cravers,  and  another  of  takers, 
without  utter  finking  of  our  ftocks,  and  cftates  :  there  fecm  to 
be  fo  many  ftout  walkers  every  where,  that  if  they  can  plot 
their  Rendezvous  and  afewarmcs,  they  are  able  to  trouble  c- 
vcry  fhire  in  the  land :  There  are  alfo  a  company  of  counterfeit 
Egyptians,  that  where  ever  they  come,  they  teach  (olitary  and 
difcontcnte'd  women  the  dc v ill i(h skill  of  forccry  and  witch- 
craft. 


We  dare  not  forget  forgotten  Ireland,  to  whofe  relief  wc 
importunately  implore  you  to  fend  fufficicnt  aid,  before  this 
fummers  Sun  be  hot,  left  all  hopes  of  recovering  thatCoun- 
trey,  and  avenging  that  quarrcll,  grow  utterly  cold;  fadlypro- 
feffing,  that  we  (hall  labour  to  wafti  our  hands  of  that  bloud,  by 
inftant  prayer,  that  God  would  either  ftirre  up  means  to  ex- 
piate his  wrath  for  it,  or  to  charge  it  upon  their  heads,  who 
have  cither  cunningly  or  negligently  impeded  that  now  almoft 
intefible  fervice.  „; 


Were  thefe  evils  b»t  a  tranfient  TrAgedj}  wc  might  uphold 
our  heads  and  hearts  with  fomc  hope  of  a  timely  iflue,  but  to 
live,  breathe,  and  pine  away  inacontinuall  dement  of  confum- 
ption,  *nd  calamity,  enforced  upon  us  by  our  own  fervants,  at 
our  own  charge?,  wc  mean  by  the  Army,  is  mere  then  either 
ChriSianity^or  humanity  can,or  will,or  ou^ht  to  bear. 

D  2  Next 
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Next  unto  God,  our  eyes  have  been  upon  your  Honours,  in- 
to whofe  hands  wc  committed  ourfelvcs,  cxpe&ing  that  you 
would  long  ere  this,  hate  expedited  us  out  of  thefe  deadly 
fnares,  but  your  delay  es  treble  our  forrows.  We  thankfully  ac- 
knowledge, while  ye  were  a  full,  and  frtc  Parliament,  we  ga- 
thered full cluftcrs,  and  reaped  rich  barveftsofyour  fidelity,  and 
induftry,  but  now  you  arc  foArmy-ptniond  and  obfefcd  with 
Sectaries,  and  thereby  fo  divided  among  yourfelves,  that  pub- 
like  affairs  ftick  in  the  birth,  even  till  the  Mother  is  ready  to 
yccld  up  her  life :  of  whofe  unfupportable  throwes,  wcarefo 
fcnfible,  that  wc  cannot  forbear  to  turn  our  bleeding  hearts, 
and  weeping  eyes  towards  you,  aud  to  take  up  the  very  com- 
plaints which  the  people  of  God  have  urtcr'd  to  himfelf,  in  their 
like  afflictions;  hoping  neither  his  Holinefle,nor  your  Honours, 
will  be  offended ,  with  fuch  words  as  may  ma,ke  deepeft 
impreffions  in  your  mindes,  and  htteft  cxpreflions  ofour  foi- 
rows. 

Give  us  leave  then  to  fay,  How  long,  Right  Hononrablc, 
will  ycu  forget  us  ?  how  long  fhall  we  take  ccunfell  in  our 
feuls,  with  daily  forrow  in  our  hearts  ?  how  long  iliali  our  op  ■ 
preffors  be  exalted  over  us  ?  T  he  waters  of  affliction  are  ccme 
into  curbowds,  we  are  finking  in  deep  mire,  where  there  is 
no  (landing,  we  arc  compafled  about  with  an  evil  net,  our 
waies  arc  fenced  up,  darkneflj  is  fct  in  ourpathes,  wc  arede- 
ftroyed  on  every  fide,  troops  of  forpows  encamp  about,  yea 
wfthin  our  Tabcmsclcs ;  our  eftates  are  confumcd  like  fmoafr, 
©ur  hopes  fmittcn,  and  withered  likegrsfle,  our  bread  begins 
to  turn  intoa(bes,  our  drink  to  be  mingled  with  tears,  wc  arc 
hedged  about,  and  cann#t  get  out,  ourchaincs  are  very  heavy, 
wc  arc  a  der.fion  to  other  people,  and  their  Song  a  lthe  day; 
Our  fouls  arc  removed  farre  from  peace,  ourjoyes  arc  departed, 
wchavcalmoft  forgotten  profperity. 

But  that  which  makes  us  ready  to  look,  and  Uy©ut  our  win- 
ding flieets,  isourapprchenfionof  your  in*ffc&edncs,withthcfc 
our  publike  miferics:  We  cry  out  of  wrong,  but  wc  are  not 
heard ;  wc  cry  aloud  but  can  hear  of  no  Judgement :  Right 
Honourable,  why  have  you  thus  forfakenus?  why  are  you  fo 
farre  from  helping  us,  and  from  the  words  of  our  mournings  ? 

wc 


we  fpcnd  our  daics  in  grief,  and  our  years  in  fighing,we  look 
for  juftice,but  it  doth  not  overtake  us,  we  feem  to  be  forg  ot- 
tcn  as  dead  men:  we  arc  become  like  broken  vcflcls:  You  open 
your  ears  to  the  Army,  and  Sc&aricg,  but  our  Applications  are 
ftiut  out;  we  have  long  waited  for  light,  but  behold  obfeurity, 
forbrightnefle,  but  we  arc  (till  indarknefle,  we  grope  as  ifwc 
had  no  eyes  in  our  Politicall  heads,  we  mourn  like  Doves  for 
deliverance,  but  it  appears  not,  for  falvation,  but  it  is  farrc 
from  us. 

We  moft  humbly  befeech  you,  to  awaken  your  fclves,  and  all 
that  you  are,  to  the  Caufeof  God,  and  his  peeple;  delay  us  no 
longer,  to  the  fainting  of  our  hearts,  but  makehaftc  to  renew 
our  dates,  and  comforts,  and  do  net  give  us  caufe  to  end  our 
complaints  defpairingly  ;  faying  with  the  lamenting  Ifraelites^ 


Our  lad  and  earned  petition  is,  and  daily  frail  be  to  the  God 
of  all  wifedome,  and  mercy,  that  he  would  abundantly  pardon 
what  is  paft,  and  henceforth  lead  you  into  the  Pathcs  of  Truth 
and  Peace,  and  ever  enable  us  to  be 


Your  Honours  moft  humble 


and  faithful!  Servants 


in  the  work  of  God, 


and  theferviceof 


this  greatly  afflicted  Kingdeme*  r 


BEingrery  tenderly  unwiUiag»tbatwr  feives,  or  tbcfc  out 
Petitions,  &ct  {hould  incurre  any  juft  diflikc,  or  loofe  any 
ducerfe&s,  in  the  hearts  of  good  and  equall-minded  men,  by 
being  pubiifhed  without  fi&fcript ions  of  our  Names,  or  farsiaii 
prefentment  to  the  Parliament ;  we  hold  it  our  duty  to  render 
more  fully,  and  clearly,  our  true  excufes  thereof ;  uprightly 
profeffing,  that  we  arc  fuch,  as  utterly  abhor  re  all  fcanddous, 
and  mutinous  papers,  or  pradifes,  and  that  we  have  none  other 
defircor  defign?  therein,  but  to  further  the  fpeedy  fcttlcment 
of  the  fnad'd,  and  contortu plicated  affurs  of  the  State,  and 
Church:  to  which  we  arc  deeply  bound,  by  our  confluences, 
Covenant,  and  naturall  aff;ftion  to  our  Countrey,  and  pofterity  ; 
and  that  we  are  confined  to  this  manner  of  afting,  by  theft  fol- 
lowing Reafons : 

An  indifpenfable  ncceflity  of  fpeaking  fome  way,  er  other, 
that  we  may  wafli  our  hands,  of  the  guilt  of  many  publike  dif- 
orders,  every  where  feen,  and  felt,  to  the  great  di&onour  ofGod, 
the  heavy  grievances  of  the  loyall  Subje&s,  and  of  being  acceC- 
fory  to  their  future  calamities,  that  are  now  apparently  and 
dangcroufly  clouding  round  about  us. 

The  evil  fruits  of  our  long  patience,  and  filencc. 
Thcprcfent  condition  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliamcnt,be- 
ing  neither  free,  nor  full,  as  we  humbly  conceive. 

The  difrefpefr,  that  fome  former  Petitions  and  Petitioners 
have  met  wi:h,  though  very  modeft  in  our  eye?. 

The  ingagement  of  fome  Members  of  Parliament,  to  live,  and 
die  with  the  Army  in  all  or  many  of  their  defignes,  which  wc 
fufpeft  to  be  the  very  womb  of  ourTclt,  and  feared  mifcrics,  and 
mod  like  to  prove  the  grave  of  our  hopes,  and  happineffe. 

The  diligence  of  the  Army,  and  their  Agents,  in  improving 
fome  good  men,  and  many  ill  means,  to  obftruft  the  paflageof 
Petitions  in  fome  cfour  Countries,  at  leaft  as  we  hear, 

A  Petition  on  foot,  fram'd  by  the  Army,or  their  Counc  Hours, 
threatning  as  we  conceive,  little  kff:  then  Anarchy,  and  cenfu- 
fio.n  both  in  State, and  Church. 

The  menaces  of  fome  of  the  Army,  or  their  favourers,  to  get 
fucbqueftion'd,yeafcqucftrcd,  that  aft  in  any  Petition  contrary 
to  them,  fuch  is  their  fwoln  Pride. 

The 
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The  {multitude  of  Officers  amongft  us,  belonging  to  the  Soul- 
dicry,  who  feem  more  adivc  in  plotting  our  ruine,  then  we  dare 
be  in  prefcrving  our  fclvcs. 

If  we  have  unwittingly,  and  unwillingly  exceeded,  we  hum- 
bly bcfccch  yeur  Honours,  to  take  our  laft  excufc,  out  of  Ecclef. 
7.7.  We  doe  not  alcribe  much  wifdom  to  our  fcives,  we  have 
nocaufe;  but  fo  much  undcrftanding  God  hath  left  u?,  that  we 
can  fee  he  hath  greatly  withdrawn  his  prefence  from  this 
Kingdomc,  and  many  of  the  councels,  and  cntcrprifes  thereof, 
fo  forlorn,  that  we  are  not  ovcrcarefull,  whether  we  live,  oj: 
whether  we  die,  fo  we  may  die  in  bis  favour,  who  is  able  to 
pardon  cur  fins,  though  he  doth  take  vengeance  of  the  inven- 
tions of  thefc  f antaftick,  and  atheiftick  times ;  which  we  great- 
ly fear  he  will,  both  fuddenly,  and  fevercly,  if  we  fhut  our  eyes 
but  a  little  longer  againft  his  waies  of  wifedome,  truth  and 
peace. 


Imprimatur, 

fa.  Cranfird. 
May  2.  i<?43. 


From  the  Eaflern- 
jtJJOcUiitn, 
April,  i  v. 
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